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Take any potato and hold before you, with the stem end (the place where it was joined to the 
vine) down. It will then be noticed that the eyes are arranged around the tuber in regular ascending 
rotation from the bottom to the top, similar to the thread of a corkscrew, each eye being a little 
above and further around the side than the one next below it. Now take the potato in the left 
hand, with the stem end down, keeping it in a perpendicular position throughout the entire cutting. 
Take a sharp, thin-bladed knife and remove the first eye, by placing the knife about equally 
distant between it and the eye next in rotation above it, sloping it to the indenture left by the stem 
(see dotted lines in center cut), removing the flesh with it. When the first eye is removed, turn the potato 
around in the hand until the next eye above appears. Remove this one in the same manner, and keep  
on turning the potato, removing each eye as it appears in exact rotation, always sloping the knife to the 
stem. After three or four eyes are thus removed, the bottom part of the tuber will have a somewhat pyramidal 
form (see center cut). It will be noticed that each eye removed has a similar form to that represented 
by the cut on the left, and has its proportionate share of the flesh attached. After the first two eyes 
are removed no further trouble will be found until the seed end is reached, and only a little extra care 
will be required to remove these closely clustered eyes. The cut on the right represents what remains of the 
potato after all but the small eyes are removed, while the dotted lines show how to separate each of 
these. It will be noticed that the base retains the same form throughout, and by sloping the knife each 
time, and cutting down to the apex of this inverted pyramid (which is the center of the tuber), each eye will 
be supported by an equal amount of the flesh which is to start it into a strong, healthy growth. 
With common varieties, where seed is cheap, many will think this manner of cutting too troublesome.  
But if every farmer should save one-half his seed, as he easily could do (for it will only require two  
barrels of sets for an acre, instead of four, as is usually planted, the increase being equal),  
thousands of bushels would annually be saved, worth many thousands of dollars. But to those who wish  
to obtain a large increase from a small quantity of seed, as is necessary to those who buy the new and  
valuable varieties, this manner of cutting so that every eye is saved will prove invaluable. 
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For this purpose any ordinary hot-bed may be used.  
About the 1st of March take the potatoes 
to be propagated, dividing them lengthwise, and lay 
ing these pieces with the cut side down upon 
the soil of the hot-bed. Keep them perfectly dry until 
the cut part has healed over and the 
sprouts have commenced to start. When the sprouts 
reach the height of three or four inches, 
cut them off about half an inch above the eye, and  
insert the end of the cuttings thus obtained 
into the soil of the hot-bed. Shade them from the sun,  
and water carefully until they are well 
rooted and the leaves begin to develop. The old  
pieces of the potato will continue to throw up 
shoots to an almost incredible number, and these  
are all to be removed as soon as strong enough 
in the same manner as the first ones. In order to  
increase the crop still more, as soon as these 
cuttings have reached the height of eight inches,  
their tops may also be removed and planted in 
the same manner as the slips from the potato. As  
soon as the ground becomes warm and can be 
worked, prepare it as is usual in planting the tubers,  
and set out these young plants. It is best to 
transplant them on some cloudy day or towards  
evening, as the hot sun withers them and destroys 
many if planted in the hot part of the day. These  
plants will be found to grow very rapidly, and 
can be propagated indefinitely from cuttings of  
the older plants. No cuttings should be taken 
after the 1st of August, as they will likely be  
destroyed by the cold weather before the crop is 



matured. The immense increase of stock by the use of this method may be illustrated as follows: 
A pound usually contains four medium-sized potatoes, and there are from twelve to twenty eyes 
on each tuber. When cut and sprouted they will give, at least, five hundred plants. From each 
of these plants three cuttings may be taken, which gives a total of two thousand plants to be set 
in the ground. With the ordinary yield, each hill, at the lowest estimate, would give one and 
one-half pounds, or three thousand pounds; in all making about eighteen barrels of good, sound 
potatoes, or a year's supply for a large family. We do not claim that this is either profitable or 
advisable with the common sorts of potatoes ; but with the many new and high-priced varieties 
which are now being disseminated at the prices of one, two, or three dollars a pound, it is 
almost invaluable, as for a slight expenditure a large stock may be obtained, paying to the 
propagator a thousand-fold. This is no new experiment, but has been practiced by the initiated 
for the last few years, and has ever proved a success. It is not confined to hot-beds, but many of 
our most prominent nurserymen have devoted whole greenhouses to this use, and we would confidently 
recommend it to our readers. 
 
 
TWO CROPS A YEAR.TWO CROPS A YEAR.TWO CROPS A YEAR.TWO CROPS A YEAR.    
    
Take good, sound, early potatoes, and cut them into single eyes, as is shown in the article on 
cutting. Allow these pieces to dry for a day or two, and then plant as early as the ground can be 
worked (a slight frost will not injure the potato after being well planted). With ordinarily favorable 
weather the new crop of tubers will mature in from eight to ten weeks. As soon as they are 
ripe, dig them, and after remaining a day or two in some dry and warm place, proceed to cut them 
into single eyes as before. Place the pieces thus obtained into pans or boxes containing dry plaster 
or gypsum. This absorbs the abundant moisture, which would otherwise greatly check the 
growth if it did not destroy the sets entirely. Allow them to remain in the plaster for ten or 
twelve days, or until the eyes commence to start, when they are to be taken out and planted as 
before. In the latitude of New York this is only applicable to early varieties, like the famous 
Early Rose, or Extra Early Vermont, which are of quick growth, and early maturity; but in many 
parts of the South, where the growing season is long, it may be practiced indiscriminately upon 
all varieties. A gentleman has raised two crops of Early Rose, a short time since, in this vicinity, 
the two crops yielding an aggregate weight of twenty-five hundred pounds. He planted his 
pound, cut into single eyes, early in March, and dug his first crop about the middle of May. 
These were then treated as above described and planted the 10th of June, and the second crop 
dug the 1st of September. The yield from the one pound at the first digging was fifty pounds. 
and the second crop of this increase was twenty-five hundred pounds, or over forty bushels. This 
method is within the reach of all, and there is no extra expense incurred for hot-bed sashes or 
any other forcing requisites. 


